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7 reconnaissence . !
SUMMARY QR BID:RECRRE The second of a series of three reconnaissance trips
of the Salvadoran-Guatemalanh frontier was made on 19 jarch 1953.
The areas 'visited included SAN CRISTOBAL, vwhere the In’c.eramex'ican
Highway crosses into Guatemala, and the II‘TE WATIONAL BRIDGE over

"The two principal points of entry into E1l Salvador fron{(:—uate-

fective guard post at LAS CHINANAS and the usual- roving National
Guard patrols. Life in this sector of the frontier gave every ap-
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1. The second of a series of three reconnaissance trips of
the Salvadoran-Guatemalan frentier was made on 19 March 1953.
The areas visited included SAN CRISTOBAL, where the Interamerican
Highway crosses into Guatemala, and the INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE over
the RIC DE PAZ, the only other point where an all-weather highway
crosses the frontler. The "International Bridge" 1s located ap-
pronlmatell).y two mlles northwest of IAS CHINAMAS (C-4 Esso Road
¥ap 1952. : :

2. Msjor Fernando E. ERAZO, 2nd in Command of the Natlonal
Guard Secand Regional Command {¥Comandancia”), asccompanied us on
the trip from SANTA ANA to the frontlier at San Cristbbdl. Major
Erazo was recently transferred to Santa Ana from SAN MIGUEL, where
- he had held the same position in the Pifth Regional Command. Sim- b
ilerly, the Commandant in Senta Ana, Lt Col Jeremfas MEIARA Péresz,
bad been brought to Santa Ana within the past month frem SAN SALVA-
DOR, where he had been Commgndant of the First Reglonal Command.

3. Major Erazo explained that the responsibility for the sure
velllance of the border was shared between the National Guard and
the Treasury Police (Policia de Hacienda), however, from his sub-
sequent conversation, it appears that the Treasury Police are al-
most wholly concermed with the control of contraband items while
the Hational Guard 1s charged with all other aspects of law en-
foreesment to include surveillance of the border areas to prevent
the inflltration of propagandists eand propaganda material.

4. Two Nationsl Guard patrols were encountered between Santa
Ang and the frontler, a distanee of sbout 20 miles. . One consis-
ted of thres men; the other four. Each was commandeda by a ser- N
geent. Typlcal of these patrols, the men were well equipped, ex- :
tremely neat and business-like. Except for the poorer quality of
the materisl in their uniforms, thelr sppearance was about egual
with a U. S. Milltary Police Patrol. The sergeants randered clear
reports to MajJor Erazo, stating who they were, the route they were
covering, and their particular mission,

bo The Salvadoran personnel at the port of entry at San Cris~
tébal included approximately the following:

1 Customa Inspector

2 Customs Police (Policia Aduanal) X
3 Treasury Pollce (Policla de Haeienda)
3 National Police {Policia Naclional)

2 Tmmigration O0fficials.

FProm the appearance of the living quarters, this appeared to be the
normal contingent of the post.

6., The only personnel observed at the International Bridge
near Las Chinsmas were two uniformed members of the customs police,
one of which was on duty at the Salvadoran end of the bridge.
There were nc personnsl or bulldings of any desoription on the Guate~-
malan slde.

7. In Las Chinamsas, two miles inside of El Salvador, a new
guard post was observed manned by & corporal and thrass or four re-
eruits. The recrults, who otherwlse were not e very lucrative
source of information, did ldentify themselves as members of the
8th Infentry Regiment in AHUACHAPAN.  The corporsl was not aveile
able for questioning.
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8. The route from Sen Salvador to the frontier at San Cris-
tébal and from Santa Ana to Ahuechapsn 1s a good 2-lane paved
highway, The road from Ahuachapan to the International Bridge is
of macadam construction and, although rough and extremely dusty
in this season of the year, it is believed to be an all<weather
route. (See Photographic Annex.)

COMMENT ;-

1. The two principal points of entry into El Salvador from
Guatemala are completely undsfended execept for a small, probably
ineffective guard post at Las Chinamas and the usual roving Nation-
al guard patrols. Life in thils sector of the frontier gave every
appearance of being perfectly normal.

2, The area of the Second Reglonal Command of the National
Guard includes all of the Salvadoran-Guatemalan frentier. The re-
eent shifting of Lt Col Melara and Major Erazo from the San Salva-~
dor and San Miguel headquarters to assume identical positions in
this command is probably Indicative of an increased interest in the
security of this zone. These officers gave the impression of being
alert and efficient. The former commandant in Santa Ana, Major
Baltazar BARRAZA seemed to be a very poor type.

2 Inels v
1. Esso Road Map 1952
2. Photographic Appendix
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